THE ADMINISTRATION

represented in the House of Commons by a Parliamentary Commis-
sioner who is appointed by the Crown on the advice of the Prime
Minister, and who answers questions but is not a minister. The Com-
mission has its own vote and its own accounting officer. It is, therefore,
subject to Treasury control. The Ecclesiastical and Church Estates
Commission is represented in Parliament by the Second Commissioner,
who answers questions and is similarly appointed; but here there are no
Estimates. Indeed, the Church of England as a whole may be regarded
from one point of view as a public service which has its representation
through the Lords Spiritual, and which has in the Church Assembly its
own legislative organ whose measures need parliamentary approval by
resolution.

Of those public offices which are not represented in Parliament, the
most important is the Exchequer and Audit Department. Its head is
the Comptroller and Auditor-General who audits the appropriation
and other accounts and sanctions the withdrawal of funds from the
Consolidated Fund. He is * independent of any political control save
that he must obtain Treasury sanction for the number and remuneration
of his staff and that he must observe as regards certain special types of
account any regulations laid down by the Treasury'.' The Royal
Household, the Offices of the Duchy of Cornwall and the County
Palatine of Durham,2 the Lord Great Chamberlain's Department, the
Heralds' College, the Court of the Lord Lyon, and the Irish Heralds'
Office, are similarly independent. The powers of the Lord Chancellor
over the Royal Courts of Justice are so limited that these Courts, too,
may be regarded as independent; and with them must be associated the
Patents Appeal Tribunal, the Land Values Reference Committee, and
similar bodies. The Scottish Law Courts, the Rules Council for
Scotland, the Sheriff Court Rules Council for Scotland, and the General
Council of Solicitors in Scotland, are even more nearly independent.
Queen Anne's Bounty, the Scottish Ecclesiastical Commission and the
Rabbinical Commission for the licensing of Shechotim (Jewish slaugh-

1 Royal Commission on the Civil Service (1929), Minutes of Evidence, p. 1191.

* The Duchy of Lancaster is represented by a minister, but his salary is not voted,
so that his conduct cannot be challenged in the usual way: 304 H.C.Dcb. 5 s., 363,
though part of his salary now appears in the Treasury vote.
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